Bothalia 22,2 (1992)

195

GERANIACEAE

TYPIFICATION OF PELARGONIUM SECTION POLYACTIUM

The name Polyactium DC. originated in sectional rank
(De Candolle 1824: 655) and was raised to generic rank
by Ecklon & Zeyher (1835: 65). Harvey (1860: 272) again
reduced it to sectional rank, a status which it retains to
the present.

Farr et al. (1979: 1386) stated that a type had not been
designated for the name Polyactium. This is incorrect, as
Knuth (1912: 317) indicated Pelargonium lobatum (Burm.
f.) L’'Hérit. as the type in his key to the section of the ge-
nus. We consider this to be an arbitrary designation, con-
trary to Art. 8.1(b) of the 1.C.B.N. (Greuter et al. 1988),
as P. lobatum did not form part of the protologue of
Polyactium. The protologue consists of a single element,
Pelargonium multiradiatum Wendl., which therefore has
the status of type species.

In accordance with Art. 10.2 of the 1.C.B.N. (Greuter
et al. 1988), we therefore propose that Pelargonium
multiradiatum be accepted as the type species of Pelargo-
nium section Polyactium DC.
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