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dreyer, in a paper on the subdivision of Pelargo-
nium sect. Cortusina (dc.) harv., (dreyer et al. 1992: 
94) clearly intended the establishment of sect. Reni-
formia (R.Knuth) dreyer by the inclusion of the words 
comb. nov. in the manuscript. in the following pages the 
authors referred to the section as such. the newly estab-
lished section was based on P. sect. Cortusina subsect. 
Reniformia R.Knuth (1912: 443). the combination pro-
posed there is, however, invalid as, in excluding full and 
direct citation of the basionym, it does not comply with 
articles 32.5 and 33.4 of the code (Mcneill et al. 2006).

in 2000, dreyer (dreyer & Marais 2000) again estab-
lished the section based on the same basionym as indi-
cated above. here a Latin diagnosis supplemented the 
new combination but again no full and direct reference 
to the name-bringing basionym was provided, as is pre-
scribed in articles 32.5 and 33.4 of the code (Mcneill et 
al. 2006) rendering this combination also invalid.

the section name is validated here.

Pelargonium sect. Reniformia (R.Knuth) Dreyer ex 
J.P.Roux, comb. et stat. nov.

Pelargonium sect. Cortusina subsect. Reniformia 
R.Knuth in engler, das Pflanzenreich 53: 443 (25 Mar. 

GeRaniaceae

VaLidatinG PeLaRGoniuM Sect. RenifoRMia

1912). type: Pelargonium reniforme curtis, designated 
by dreyer (1992: 94).
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